
Research Methods & Literature Evaluation 

PHRD 4052 

I. Contact Information 

Course Coordinators:                       

Bryan J. Donald, PharmD 
318-342-1903 
donald@ulm.edu 
Bienville 125 
Office Hours: MTWR, 0900-1130 
Preferred Communication: Email* 

  

II. Course Pre-requisites/Co-requisites 

               Pre-requisites - -

mailto:donald@ulm.edu


2.4. Population-based care (Provider) - Describe how !-!(+#)*-24/#,'13
&#$' influences !#)*'2)4&'2)'$'13&#$' and influences the development of practice 
guidelines and evidence-based best practices. 

Domain 3 - Approach to Practice and Care 

3.1. Problem Solving (Problem Solver) – Identify problems; explore and prioritize 
potential strategies; and design, implement, and evaluate a viable solution. 

3.2. Educator (Educator) – Educate all audiences by determining the most effective and 
enduring ways to impart information and assess understanding.  

3.6. Communication (Communicator) – Effectively communicate verbally and 
nonverbally when interacting with an individual, group, or organization. 

Domain 4 – Personal and Professional Development 

4.1. Self-awareness (Self-aware) – Examine and reflect on personal knowledge, skills, 
abilities, beliefs, biases, motivation, and emotions that could enhance or limit personal 
and professional growth. 

4.2. Leadership (Leader) - Demonstrate responsibility for creating and achieving shared 
goals, regardless of position. 

4.4. Professionalism (Professional) - Exhibit behaviors and values that are consistent 
with the trust given to the profession by patients, other healthcare providers, and 
society. 
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 2. Biostatistics - Appropriate use of commonly employed statistical tests, management 
of data sets, and the evaluation of the validity of conclusions generated based on the 
application of those tests to the data sets. 

22. Pharmacoepidemiology - Cause-and-effect patterns of health and disease in large 
populations that advance safe and effective drug use and positive care outcomes within 
those populations. 

27. Research Design - Evaluation of research methods and protocol design required to 
conduct valid and reliable studies to test hypotheses or answer research questions, and 
to appropriately evaluate the validity and reliability of the conclusions of published 
research studies. 

  

V. Course Specific Objectives and Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this course, students should be able to: 



A. 





Midterm grades will be posted online for students to view via Banner. Midterm grades 
indicate a student's status at mid-semester only and do not indicate the final 
performance outcome of a student. 

Exam questions may be multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, case or case-
based discussion, essay, or any other format deemed appropriate by course instructors. 
Exams may cover material not covered during class (outside readings and assignments, 
skills from prior courses). Exams will be individual work only, except for the team portion 
of the final exam. 

Exams will be issued using ExamSoft unless otherwise announced by course instructors. 
All students are required to download exams prior to the date of the scheduled exam. 
Under no circumstances may a student open an ExamSoft exam except during the 
scheduled exam time and at the scheduled exam location. Scratch paper and any 
required materials will be issued on the day of the exam and all students are required to 
sign and return scratch paper and other materials to the exam proctor prior to leaving 
the room. Students must verify successful upload of their exam or final exam closeout 
with the exam proctor prior to leaving the room. Students may not have phones, 
watches, or any exam materials not explicitly permitted by the course instructor on their 
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considered by the Course Coordinator(s) for excuse until after the Assistant 
Dean of Student Affairs and Development and/or the Director of Student 
Success has been contacted. Do not directly contact the course coordinator(s) 
until after speaking with the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and 
Development or the Director of Student Success. 

  

A Leave of Absence is considered to be a period of time when a student does not attend 
classes but intends to return at some point. Individuals typically take a Leave of Absence 
when depression, anxiety, trauma, substance use, or other disorder is interfering with 
his/her daily life to the point that he/she is unable to function and complete required 
tasks. A Leave of Absence can also be taken for medical reasons, such as a serious 
medical condition or to care for a family member with a health condition. Once granted, 
a student may not attend classes or any College sponsored event during a Leave of 
Absence. 

  

Any leave of absence for medical and/or mental health reasons that exceeds 72 hours 
will require clearance from a licensed provider before returning to classes. 

  

C. Make-up Policy: Each student is expected to attend each exam at the date and time 
specified. If a student cannot attend an exam due to valid University excuse, he/she 
must speak directly with the course coordinator, as soon as possible. The course 
coordinator must be notified prior to an examination if a student misses an exam. The 
ULM COP Excused Absence Policy must be followed.  
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Students who violate academic integrity will be given a zero for the associated graded 
activities. 

Unless expressly allowed by the instructor, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools and 
applications (including ChatGPT, DALL-E, and others) to produce content for course 

http://www.ulm.edu/studentpolicy/studentpolicy.pdf
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• COP Office of Student and Professional Affairs: 342-3800 
• ULM Counseling Center: 342-5220 
• Marriage and Family Therapy Clinic: 342-5678 
• Community Counseling Center: 342-1263 
• ULM HELPS (Helping Educators and Learners Prevent Suicide) Project Office: 

342-1335 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe strives to serve students with special needs 

http://www.ulm.edu/titleix
https://ssb-prod.ec.ulm.edu/PROD/bwgkogad.P_SelectAtypUpdate


prod.ec.ulm.edu/PROD/bwgkogad.P_SelectAtypUpdateLinks to an external 
site.. Students should do this by the end of the first week of classes. 

  

1. This course is a major requirement for the Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree.  Completion of degree requirements leads to eligibility for professional 
licensure and/or certification in Louisiana upon graduation.  Federal 
Regulations require universities to provide information to students about the 
alignment between Louisiana’s requirements and those of other states.  ULM 
has created a web page with discipline-specific information containing 
hyperlinks to Licensure Boards in the United 
States https://www.ulm.edu/professional-licensure-
disclosures/index.htmlLinks to an external site..  Program Directors and/or 
faculty will discuss this information with you during advising or other program 
meetings but is also available to answer questions and address any concerns 
you might have.  It is also important to note that licensure or certification 
requirements are subject to change.  Although ULM Program Directors 
annually review and update licensure information for every state, the faculty 
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