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LAW AND ETHICS IN COUNSELING: COUN 6063 

Spring Semester 

Three Credit Hours 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Instructor: Michelle Dobson, PhD, LPC, RPT 

Phone number: (text preferred) 

Email address:

http://ulm.edu/computingcenter/use-policy.html
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The Counseling Program is committed to building and retaining a faculty, staff, and 

student body that reflects these cultural values and respects the dignity of all persons. 

The Counseling Program is committed to making reasonable efforts to assist individuals 

with disabilities in their efforts to avail themselves of services and programs offered by 

ULM. To this end, ULM will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with 

documented qualifying disabilities. Students who have a disability and feel they need 

accommodations in the course must present a letter to the instructor from the Self-

Development, Counseling, and Special Accommodations Center at ULM indicating the 

existence of a disability and the suggested accommodations. Students who need 

accommodations because of a known or suspected disability should contact the Director 

for Disabled Student Services at 318-342-5220 or click here for the Self-Development, 

Counseling, and Special Accommodations Center website. ULM’s official 

accommodations guidelines and policies are found here.    

Special circumstances. Students who encounter any unforeseen circumstances during 

the semester that may affect their performance (e.g., physical, or mental illness, family 

emergency) must let their instructor know within seven (7) days so possible 

/counselingcenter/
/counselingcenter/special.html
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Students will demonstrate content knowledge related to the Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling concentration that will be measured at two points in time with a success 

rate of 70% or higher. 

 

CACREP Standards 

 
From the objectives above, students will learn the following 

CACREP standards and some will be evaluated for the KPI #1 

for the Core 3.A. 

 

 

Standards 

Core 

current labor market information and occupational outlook 

relevant to opportunities for practice within the counseling 

profession  

3.A.9 

ethical standards of professional counseling organizations and 

credentialing bodies, and applications of ethical and legal 

considerations in professional counseling across service delivery 

modalities and specialized practice areas  

3.A.10 

  CMHC 
strategies for interfacing with the legal system regarding court-

referred clients 

 5.C.6 

 

COURSE TOPICS 
 

• Introduction to Ethics and Law 
• Values in Counseling 

• Ethical Principles 
• Ethical Standards 

• Privacy, Confidentiality, and Privileged Communication 

• Informed Consent / Roles and Relationships with Clients 

• Professional Responsibility / Counselor Competency 

• Ethical Decision Making 
• Legal System and Court Ordered Clients 
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Student Performance Evaluation: Criteria and Procedures 
 

1. Canvas Posts (280 points; 28x10) 

 

Each week there will be two Canvas post discussion questions. Initial posts are due on 

Fridays by 11:59p. A minimum of two responses to other learners’ posts are due each 

week by the following Monday evening for each discussion question or DQ.  

 

Each Canvas post requires a minimum of 200 words. Responses to other learners 

require a minimum of 50 words. Both initial posts and
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https://www.counseling.org/membership/join-renew
https://lists.osu.edu/mailman/listinfo/counsgrads
https://www.hpso.com/Resources
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https://kspope.com/consent/index.php


http://catalog.ulm.edu/index.php?catoid=24
https://doi.org/10.4103/0253-7176.96151
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psychotherapists changed during the pandemic. Frontiers in psychology, 11, 

591170. 

 

Callahan, J. L., Love, P. K., & Watkins Jr, C. E. (2019). Supervisee perspectives on 

supervision processes: An introduction to the special issue. Training and 

Education in

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
https://doi-org.ulm.idm.oclc.org/10.1186/s41983-023-00735-2
https://doi-org.ulm.idm.oclc.org/10.1186/s41983-023-00735-2
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Williams, I. & O'Connor, P. (2019). Power in the Counseling Relationship: The Role of 

Ignorance. Journal of Human Services: Training, Research, and Practice, 4(2), 3. 

 

Wrape, E. R., & McGinn, M. M. (2019). Clinical and ethical considerations for 

delivering couple and family therapy via telehealth. Journal of marital and family 

therapy, 45(2), 296-308. 

 

Recommended:  

 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual. (7th ed.). 

Washington, DC 

 

Technology for the Class 

 

All courses in the Counseling Program are 100% online. Students will need a computer, 

internet access, and access to their myULM account that will give them access to Banner, 

Canvas, the bookstore, and Degree Works. Students should also have access to a Zoom 

account for synchronous meetings and to complete any class projects that are recorded. 

 

View Canvas regularly for supplemental materials, additional handouts, required 

readings, and all class lessons. Students bare 

  Counseling 

http://www.ulm.edu/studentsuccess/
http://www.ulm.edu/counselingcenter/
http://www.ulm.edu/counselingcenter/special.htm
http://www.ulm.edu/studentaffairs/
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the academic endeavor; however, such disagreements must be conducted in civility 

without sarcasm. I take disrespectful behavior very seriously and thus encourage 

http://www.ulm.edu/studentsuccess
http://www.ulm.edu/counselingcenter/
http://www.ulm.edu/studentaffairs/
http://www.ulm.edu/library/reference.html
http://www.ulm.edu/computingcenter/helpdesk
http://www.ulm.edu/counselingcenter/
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you encounter sexual harassment or gender-based discrimination, please contact the 

Title IX Coordinator at 318-342-1004; you may also file a complaint online, 24 

hours a day, at:  www.ulm.edu/titleix 

 

  How to use Canvas: 

Canvas Training Guide (PDF) 

Canvas Training Tutorial (video) 

Canvas Training Manual (PDF) 

Canvas Training Guide (PDF) 

 

 

Tentative Calendar/Student Expectations & Outcomes  

 

WEEK starting 

date 

Chapter Assignments in Ethics 

and Decision Making in 

Counseling and Psychotherapy  

CACREP  

STANDARDS 

Assignments Due in 

Addition to Canvas Posts 

Week 1: 

January 16 

1 Introduction to Ethics and Law  3.A.10  

Week 2: 

January 23 

2 Values in Counseling 3.A.10  

Week 3: 

January 30 

3 Ethical Principles  3.A.10  

Week 4: 

February 6 

4 Ethical Standards             3.A.10 Media Analysis Movie/TV 

Due Friday, February 9 

Week 5: 

February 13 

5 Privacy, Confidentiality, and 

Privileged Communication 

 3.A.10  

Week 6: 

February 20 

6 Informed Consent / Professional 

Disclosure Statement / Roles and 

Relationships with Clients 

 3.A.10 Informed Consent Due 

Monday, February 26 

Week 7: 

February 27 

7 Professional Responsibility / 

Counselor Competency 

 3.A.10 Professional Disclosure 

Statement Due Monday, 

March 4 

Week 8:  

March 5 
8 Ethical Decision Making 

 3.A.10  

Week 9:  

March 12 

9 Legal System and Court Ordered 

Clients 

 3.A.10/ 5.C.6 

 

Week 10: 

March 19 

10 Occupational Outlook / Practice 

Options /Ethical Codes / Licensing 

Specialties 

 3.A.9 Ethical Dilemma Summary 

Due March 25 

http://www.ulm.edu/titleix
http://www.ulm.edu/education/documents/studentmoodleman.pdf
http://www.moodletutorials.org/
http://www.ulm.edu/education/documents/facmoodleman.pdf
http://www.ulm.edu/education/documents/moodle_for_teachers_trainers.pdf


 

 

Week 11: 

March 26 

11 Multicultural/Diversity 

Competency and Counseling 

 3.A.10 Spring Break March 29 to 

April 5 

Week 12:  

April 9 

12 Ethical Climate/Office and 

Administrative Practices 

 3.A.9 

3.A.10 

 

Week 13:  

April 16 

13 Technology in the Practice of 

Counseling 

 3.A.10  

Week 14:  

April 23 

14 Counselor Education, 

Supervision, and Consultation 

 3.A.10 Ethical Dilemma Research 

Paper (Capstone project) – 

Due APRIL 29 

  

 

  



 

 

KPI Assessment COUN 5011 Grading Rubric 

This will be assessed in your Tevera account 

 

Pass: as evidenced by receiving a performance level of a 3 on a 5-point scale on each 

requirement/standard assessed through the assignment. 

 

5 = Advanced: Skills and understanding evident at an exceptional level 

4 = Proficient: Strong level of mastery of skills and understanding 

3 = Basic: Understanding of concepts/skills evident 

2 = Developing: In process of developing understanding of concepts and skills; growth needed 

1 = Deficient: Insufficient understanding of concepts and skills; significant remediation needed 

NA: Not Applicable 

Note: Ratings of 3 or above indicate performing well for student’s stage of development.  

 

Assignment Specific Requirements and Professional Identity 2024 CACREP 

Standards 

 

Assignment Specific CACREP 

Standard 

Performance 

Level 1-5 

 Core 
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