
          Northeast Louisiana is a 12-parish area bordered to the north by Arkansas 
and to the east by Mississippi.  The twelve parishes of Northeast Louisiana, for 
the purposes of this publication, are Caldwell, East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, 
Lincoln*, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, and West 
Carroll.  The Monroe metropolitan statistical area (Ouachita and Union 
Parishes: 2006 MSA rank by population=228/364) is the population and business 
center for the greater area.   
         The data contained herein is compiled from many sources and is as current 
as availability permits.   
 
* The State of Louisiana does not typically include Lincoln Parish in the Northeast Louisiana statistical area. 

Material in this publication was researched and compiled by Robert C. Eisenstadt, 
PhD, of the Economics Department, Center for Business and Economic Research, 
College of Business Administration, at the University of Louisiana Monroe. All 
information presented here is the responsibility of the author and not that of the 
University of Louisiana Monroe or its affiliates. 

The Economy and Demography of 
Northeast Louisiana: 2008 Edition 
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Population and Demographic Data (continued) 
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Percent of Total Population  
by Race and Gender, by Parish (2006) 

  Female Hispanic  
(not Black) Black Asian 

Caldwell Parish 49.4% 1.4% 17.0% 0.1% 

East Carroll Parish 48.3% 0.8% 68.0% 0.4% 

Franklin Parish 52.2% 0.7% 31.9% 0.2% 

Jackson Parish 52.2% 0.8% 27.4% 0.2% 

Lincoln Parish 51.0% 1.4% 40.7% 1.4% 

Madison Parish 50.6% 2.3% 61.9% 0.2% 

Morehouse Parish 52.1% 0.5% 45.1% 0.2% 

Ouachita Parish 52.4% 1.3% 35.4% 0.9% 

Richland Parish 53.1% 1.2% 37.4% 0.2% 

Tensas Parish 49.6% 1.5% 57.4% 0.2% 

Union Parish 51.4% 2.7% 27.0% 0.3% 

West Carroll Parish 49.3% 1.4% 18.4% 0.2% 

   NE Louisiana 51.8% 1.30% 37.0% 0.7% 

     Population constinues to be a point of 
weakness in Northeast Louisiana     

 
     Northeast Louisiana population has 
declined an estimated 1.09% over the past 5 
years.  While this number appears 
insignificant, the decline is concurrent with 
the population gains much of the rest of 
Louisiana experienced following the 
population shifts brought about by 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita.   The regional 
center, Ouachita Parish, has gained 
population (1.23%) as has Lincoln Parish.  
The gains, however, appear to be largely the 
result of regional shifts of otherwise rural  
Parish population to the urbanized areas of 
Monroe and Ruston.  The source of the 
declines is illustrated well on the facing pe 6(areas of)8.3atio2Rngc2(opul)6.5(ation to th)5.2(e )6(urba)5.2(nized )6(areas of)8.3( )]TJ
T*
.0002 Tcge 4op01 Tc
T11.1437 TD
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0 -1.1isi)6.9)5.5 
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Population and Demographic Data (continued) 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % growth 
2002-05 

% growth 
2005-06 

Louisiana 112,743,677 115,694,842 121,780,899 111,167,116 135,026,187 (1.4%) 21.5% 
NE Louisiana 7,677,584 7,964,097 8,206,299 8,507,700 9,088,922 10.8% 6.8% 
Caldwell 197,779 203,275 215,657 223,510 239,978 13.0% 7.4% 
East Carroll 138,915 164,267 162,310 163,955 183,192 18.0% 11.7% 
Franklin 374,005 407,571 406,215 421,892 458,639 12.8% 8.7% 
Jackson 361,817 365,221 370,972 386,061 383,400 6.7% -0.7% 
Lincoln 903,577 904,639 983,219 1,011,047 1,110,503 11.9% 9.8% 
Madison 209,795 238,043 223,691 234,742 241,487 11.9% 2.9% 
Morehouse 583,852 635,820 630,541 650,345 665,916 11.4% 2.4% 
Ouachita 3,710,791 3,794,746 3,903,988 4,047,130 4,341,195 9.1% 7.3% 
Richland 380,861 406,099 423,432 439,242 469,585 15.3% 6.9% 
Tensas 106,251 130,828 125,993 134,495 156,577 26.6% 16.4% 
Union 495,804 491,989 546,072 561,846 579,229 13.3% 3.1% 
West Carroll 214,137 221,599 214,209 233,435 259,221 8.5% 11.0% 

Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce 

Total Personal Income (thousands of current dollars) 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 % growth 
2002-05 

% growth 
2005-06 

Louisiana 25,219 25,819 27,088 24,664 31,821 (2.2%) 29.0% 
NE Louisiana 22,031 22,854 23,549 24,414 26,001 10.8% 6.50% 

Caldwell 18,646 19,157 20,129 21,050 23,166 12.9% 10.1% 
East Carroll 15,307 18,307 18,363 18,661 22,021 21.9% 18.0% 

Franklin 17,921 19,574 19,678 
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Wage and Salary Disbursements  
as Percent  

of Area Personal Income 

Area Per Capita  
Personal Income as 
% of U.S. Per Capita 

Personal Income 
  2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2005 2006 

Louisiana 52.8% 53.0% 52.5% 59.6% 52.4 72.0% 86.7% 

NE Louisiana 47.3% 45.6% 45.1% 45.1% 44.4 70.8% 70.9% 

Caldwell 29.4% 29.4% 28.6% 29.2% 28.4 61.0% 63.1% 

East Carroll 38.4% 33.3% 35.2% 35.3% 33.4 54.0% 60.0% 

Franklin 32.8% 29.7% 31.2% 30.9% 29.1 60.0% 62.2% 

Jackson 31.6% 



2004-2005 Median Household Income by Parish, NE Louisiana, State, and US 

  2004: Median 
Household Income 

2005: Median 
Household Income 

2004: % of Louisiana 
Median Income 

2005: % of Louisiana 
Median Income 

Caldwell Parish $29,227 $31,957 83.0% 87.4% 
East Carroll Parish $20,622 $22,260 58.6% 60.9% 
Franklin Parish $25,046 $25,286 71.1% 69.2% 
Jackson Parish $31,714 $31,811 90.1% 87.0% 
Lincoln Parish $29,007 $30,132 82.4% 82.4% 
Madison Parish $22,548 $22,951 64.0% 62.8% 
Morehouse Parish $26,354 $27,224 74.8% 74.5% 
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Labor Force Statistics (continued) 
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Unemployment 
 2003 2004 2005 2006        2007 
  City of Monroe 1,833 1,653 1,497 944 1,082 

Caldwell 429 341 293 167         196  
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Wage and Salary Employment (Number of Jobs in Parishes and State) 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

   Louisiana 2,019,981 2,025,043 2,033,543 2,006,271 1,967,129 

Caldwell 2,785 2,751 2,710 2,750 2,825 

East Carroll 2,671 2,531 2,550 2,396 2,570 

Franklin 6,439 6,273 6,250 6,215 6,234 

Jackson 4,230 4,242 3,995 3,866 3,741 

Lincoln 19,101 19,086 19,260 19,273 19,421 

Madison 4,471 4,250 4,044 4,046 3,991 

Morehouse 9,139 9,095 8,530 8,341 8,219 

Ouachita 77,522 76,531 76,225 75,490 76,063 

Richland 6,372 6,398 6,380 6,436 6,550 

Tensas 2,016 1,783 1,811 1,814 1,867 

Union 6,706 6,513 6,405 6,291 6,140 

West Carroll 3,139 2,918 2,923 3,142 3,476 

   NE Louisiana 144,591 142,371 141,083 140,060 141,097 
                                                                            Source:  U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, www.bea.gov;   2006 not available at printing. 
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Labor Force Statistics (continued) 
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Labor Force Statistics (continued) 
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Construction Permits for Monroe MSA by Parish: 2006-2007 

 Number of Projects Dwelling Units Square Feet (000's) Value (millions $) 

 2006 2007 2006 2007 2006 2007 2006 2007 %Change 

Total Non-
Residential 31 36 n/a n/a 425 264 $45.8 $37.8 -18% 

     Ouachita                 28 
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Estimated Constant Dollar (2005) per Capita Non-Automotive Retail Sales*  

  2005 2006 2007 % chg 06-07 

Ouachita Parish $13,365 $14,478 $14,672 1.3% 

Lincoln Parish $13,577 $14,853 $16,163 8.8% 

United States $8,516 n/a n/a n/a 

*Estimates of Parish retail sales are calculated from local sales tax collections. 

     Ouachita Parish is the retail center for the Northeast Louisiana region. Estimated retail sales in the Parish 
(and, by extension, in Northeast Louisiana) increased dramatically in 2006 and have remained relatively strong 
through 2007.  Inflation-adjusted retail sales showed a 1.2% increase in 2007 over that of 2006.  The first 2 
quarters of 2008, however, have begun to show some weakness in the retail sector as post-hurricane gains 
have largely diminished and ,especially, as high fuel and food prices have begun to take a larger bite out of 
household disposable income.  
 
Though not pictured in this document, 2007 inflation-adjusted estimated retail sales in Lincoln Parish grew by 
more than 11% over that of 2006.  The discovery of natural gas fields in and around the parish contributed to the 
growth as company purchases of drilling equipment and supplies accelerated during 2007.   
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Total New Car, Van, and Light Truck Registrations * (includes fleet) 
 2005 2006 2007 change 06-07 

NE LA 15,154 15,163 15,003 -160 

Ouachita 6,862 6,725 6,904 +179 

Lincoln 1,926 1,978 1,827 -151 

Morehouse 1,012 1,036 966 -70 

Union 1,057 978 988 +10 

Louisiana 
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  Sales 
Tax% 

Property Tax  
Millage range*       

($ amount/$1000) 
               Louisiana Portion (statewide):  4.00  

                  Local Sales Tax Rates:   
Caldwell Parish 5.00 112.41-123.29 
East Carroll Parish   103.96-120.99 
   Lake Providence 7.00   
   Balance of Parish 5.00   
Franklin Parish   73.65-87.07 
   Gilbert, Wisner, Winnsboro 5.00   
   Balance of Parish 4.00   
Jackson Parish 5.00 101.86-111.61 
Lincoln Parish   74.0-155.70 
   Ruston 4.50   
   Grambling 4.75   
   Dubach 3.75   
   Choudrant 4.00   
   Balance of Parish 2.75   
Madison Parish   103.95-137.69 
   Tallulah, Richmond 5.50   
   Delta 4.50   
   Balance of Parish 3.50   
Morehouse Parish   71.35-100.91 
   Bastrop Including District 1 6.00   
   Bastrop Excluding District 1 5.50   
   Mer Rouge, Bonita, Collinston 5.00   
   Rural 3.00   
Ouachita Parish   79.11-136.38 
   Monroe 5.99   
   Richwood, Sterlington, W. Monroe 5.50   
   East Ouachita 4.60   
   West Ouachita 5.60   
Richland Parish   78.07-118.15 
   Delhi, Rayville 5.50   
   Mangham 5.00   
   Balance of Parish 4.00   
Tensas Parish   93.30-118.20 
   Newellton, Waterproof 6.00   
   St. Joseph 6.25   
   Balance of Parish 5.25   
Union   56.32-66.32 
   Bernice 6.00   
   Farmerville 5.50   
   Marion, Junction City 5.00   
   Balance of Parish 4.00   
West Carroll   65.25 - 83.85 
   Oak Grove 6.00   
   Balance of Parish 5.00   
Source for Sales Tax Rates:  www.laota.com  

    Millage rates vary between and 
within Parishes.  Some Parishes have 
numerous rates that are voting-ward 
specific.  The rates given in the adjacent 
listing are the range of millage rates 
within each Parish and can be used to 
estimate the (range of) expected property 
tax liability.   
    Millage rates shown were obtained via 
telephone interviews with Parish 
Assessors’ offices. 
    To find rates for specific Parish wards, 
please contact the author, Robert 
Eisenstadt, at eisenstadt@ulm.edu.   

    To calculate the taxes on your pri-
mary home, you must take the assessed 
value, which is a percentage of “fair mar-
ket value," and multiply it by the appropri-
ate tax or millage rate to arrive at the 
amount due.   
     If, as an example, you had $1000 of 
taxable ass .9215an example, you had $1000 of 
At65.02 4d18 0 9 1 1 a7i9 1 174 re
f
-
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Existing Home Sales (Sold Price >$200,000) 2004-2007

$308,976

$304,135

$277,084

$291,031 $288,276

$296,487

$287,090$287,090

$260,000

$270,000

$280,000

$290,000

$300,000

$310,000

$320,000

current $ constant 2007$

price 2004
price 2005
price 2006
price 2007
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Residential Utility Rates for Louisiana and the United States: March 2006- February 2007 

Electricity Rates Feb-
07 

Mar-
07 

Apr-
07 

May-
07 

Jun-
07 

Jul- 
07 

Aug-
07 

Sep-
07 

Oct- 
07 

Nov-
07 

Dec-
07 

Jan-
08 

United States  
residential average  
cents/kwh 

9.88 10.21 10.65 10.77 11.07 11.06 11.05 10.94 10.81 10.69 10.31 10.20 

Louisiana  
residential average 
cents/kwh 

9.05 9.13 9.71 9.91 9.50 9.64 9.55 9.25 9.71 8.89 9.19 8.84 

Natural Gas Prices Apr-
07 

May-
07 

Jun-
07 

Jul- 
07 

Aug-
07 

Sep-
07 

Oct- 
07 

Nov-
07 

Dec-
07 

Jan-
08 

Feb-
08 

Mar-
08 

United States  
residential average 
price/mcf 

13.27 14.61 16.2 16.65 16.64 15.94 14.25 12.82 12.17 12.12 12.46 12.92 

Louisiana  
residential average 
price/mcf 

15.20 16.29 17.36 17.42 16.74 16.86 16.31 14.89 13.41 13.03 13.75 14.21 
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Quality of Life (continued)  
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This complimentary print edition made possible by the Monroe Chamber of Commerce, Monroe, Louisiana. 

 The College of Business Administration at ULM is pleased to 
be able to partner with the business community of Northeast 
Louisiana to provide this third annual compendium of regional 
demographic and economic data. 
 Last year, we redefined the mission of our Center for Business 
and Economic Research (CBER) to become the provider of 
independent, reliable, and valuable information for use by economic 
development entities in our region.  The Factbook is a direct output 
of that change in mission.  Our plan is to publish an updated version 
each year, with intra-year updates available through the online edition at cba.ulm.edu/cba/
factbook. 
 We look forward to continuing our role as a partner in economic and community 
development in Northeast Louisiana. 
         Dr. Ron Berry, Dean 
         College of Business Administration 
         University of Louisiana—Monroe 


